


A Walk through Childwickbury, Redbournbury & Gorhambury

Janet Southwood

On Sunday 13th September a group of 13 people gathered outside Verulamium Museum for an 8 mile walk around the
Ver Valley area to the north-west of St Albans. The walk was led by VVS Chairman Andy Webb with assistance from
Martin of the Countryside Management Service (Herts.) We began by walking through St Michael's Village, past
Kingsbury Watermill (Waffle House) and crossed Verulam Road heading for the bridleway starting near the "Batchwood
roundabout".  After following the boundary of Batchwood golf course the route took us up over a field to give good
views of Gorhambury House on the other side of the valley, and, in the distance, the notorious Buncefield oil depot.

On reaching the top of the hill, we walked through Childwick Green, an attractive hamlet rebuilt under the direction of
Sir John Blundel Maple (of Maple's furnishings) in the late 19th century, and then owner of the Childwickbury estate.
Childwickbury house is currently home to film director Stanley Kubrick's widow - sponsor of the annual Childwick Arts
Festival. Following the estate driveway down to Harpenden Road we then took a footpath on the other side of the
road heading towards Ayres End Lane and the southern end of Harpenden Common and Golf Course.

An unusual feature on this part of the golf course is a cricket pitch which occupies the third hole and is reputedly the
oldest cricket pitch on common land in England. A cricket match was in progress as we passed by, before stopping
for a short break at the nearby Three Horseshoes pub. After some light refreshments we headed towards Beesonend
Lane and followed it down towards the river Ver at Redbournbury.  The fields on either side of the lane were being
ploughed and groups of noisy gulls were feeding on the freshley exposed invertebrates.

As part of the National Heritage weekend, Redbournbury Mill was open and we stopped for a few moments to enjoy
the views, with the remaining loaves of bread from the Mill's bakery being purchased by several of the walkers.  From
Redbournbury we returned to St Albans along part of the Ver Valley Walk accompanied by the occasional swallow
swooping along the river.  After passing Shafford Mill and the nearby cottages we crossed the busy Redbourn Road
and used the permissive footpath through the Gorhambury Estate, home to the Earl and Countess of Verulam. We
followed the river past Pré Mill, which was once used as a saw mill. On joining the estate driveway we had good views
of St Albans Cathedral, and walked past the Roman Theatre at Verulamium. The last part of the walk went through
St Michael's churchyard bringing us back to our starting point at Verulamium Museum.

Please note: There is a £3.00 parking charge at Verulamium car park for stays of more than 3 hours (£1.00 for up to
3 hours). Access restrictions apply to the permissive path through the Gorhambury Estate.  These are seldom
enforced, but if the direct route is closed, walkers will need to divert along Redbourn road.

Shaping Our Community Peter Fox

St Albans City & Dist. Council: Emerging Core Strategy Consultation Meeting. Redbourn September 18 2009

V V S Committee member John Fisher, myself and other local members attended this consultative meeting, one of a
series being held throughout the district where planning portfolio holder Clir Brazier outlined the need to identify pos-
sible future areas for housing provision and employment development land up to 2021 and beyond.

An area of land between the eastern built edge of the village and the Redbourn by-pass, listed as H7, has been includ-
ed in the plan as a possible site for 100 dwellings together with some "employment development” in addition.

We tabled the strongest possible objection to this plan as the river Ver runs right through the land involved, almost all
of it in the Ver floodplain as shown on the Environment Agency floodplain map, and all the land involved is in the green
belt. Furthermore, these wetland meadows have been identified as containing important wildlife habitats for mammals,
reptiles, birds, butterflies, and wild flowers, all typical of chalkstream habitat. We also informed Clir. Brazier of the fact
that most of the land in question is felt by the Countryside Management Service to be an ideal wetland wildlife reserve,
and plans have already been drawn up for this very purpose by the CMS should the land become available for this
worthy purpose.

Once again we reminded the planners of the fact that our local chalkstreams are very rare and precious, but are under
great threat from over abstraction of water for the public supply, over development close to the rivers, drainage
schemes, and hard artificial surfaces replacing the natural wetland pastures.

Even with the Friars Wash pumping station on standby only, there is, on annual average, more water abstracted from
the Ver catchment than is replaced by natural annual rainfall recharge, and the Ver Valley Society still urges all plan-
ners, all in the water supply industry, and all of us end users to be aware that our lovely River Ver is in great danger of
failing unless further low flow alleviation measures are introduced, along with lowering the per capita use of water,
which at around 180 litres per day in our area is one of the highest in the land! The cry remains the same from V'V S
members since we were formed:-

KEEP THE VER FLOWING, and before we consider more and more development, we must surely solve the question
of water provision without further threat to our already struggling chalkstreams. Or will we pass on an arid dust bowl to
our children and grandchildren to endure post 20107



Picture Page

Park Street Mill - Janet Southwood

Shafford Mill

Redbournbury water meadows

!

Park Street Millstone - Janet Southwood




Ver Valley Society

Groundwater levels - Ballingdon Farm 1995 - To Date
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